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BOO SmHe Queſtion propounged is » Wha pofl 
pit | | [ | fidered) 


A Healing Queſtion propounde 


ſeaſonable call to Humiliation, in order 40 love 


"and union amonzſ} the honeſt party 5, and with 


dejire to apply Balſome tothe wound, before it be- 
come.incurable. : ES nr ene, 


3 
MT 534 lity doth yer remain(all things coftl 
$i © fs of rcconciling and uniting the di; 


fo) 


[cnting 


-< S:. judgements of honeſt men within the.three 
SBSSSE Na; 


+> Nations, who tilt precend ro agree in the 
ſpiric, juſtice, and reaſon of tha lame googFaule 5 and 
EF OTITIS 5 4.468 n $0} » 43 » of34f 5 Mika} Pa: 
what is che means to cfe&. this? 
Anſw.lt.it be taken for granted(as on the Magiſtrates 


part, from the gromd invidng the people of England 


and Wales toalolemn, day of talling and Humiliation, 


way norbe diſpaired of ) thaall;the dilſentipg parties 
agrec ſtill in theſpiricand reaſonof the ſame.righteous 
cauſe,the reſolution ſeems very clear in the afficmative; 


arguing not onely for a poſlibility,but a great probabi- 
lity hereof,nay a neceſſity daily approaching neerer and 
mecrer tocompellit, if any.or al of be es r= 
ties intend or defire to be fafe from the danger; 0 :the 
common enemy,who is not out of work,though at pre- 
ſent mych,out of ſight and obſervation,  _ 
The-groun offhis are briefly, theſe':, Firſthe cauſe 


a 
x 


back ſti]l.che ſame gqodnefle init as ever, ; and is or 
ought/to be as niuch in'the hearts of al good people that 


have adheared to it:It is not. lefle to be valued now,then 
when netther blood nor treafure were thought too dear 


weak A3 to 


' # ? 
þ 
%* —_ _ 
\ , (204 
we ®, - E \ , 


4 and 


reſolved, upon occaſion of the late publique aud 


Eo | 


, Y 


| 42 
th-carry ic on; and hold it up from ſiaking ; and hath: 
the ſame O.nnipotent God, whole great Name iis:con= 
cerned in its as well as his peoples outward (afery,” and 
welfarez Who knows alſoftow cogive a revivall co-it,: 
when ſecondary inftcuments and viſtble means fail, or 
edeceicful, - , : | : 
| Secondly, The Perſons concerned and engaged in 
this Cauley are ill the ſame as before z with the advan- 
tage of being more tried, more enured ro. danger and 
hardſhip, ard more endeared to one another, by their 
vatlous and great experiences; as well of cheir owne 
hearts as theic fellow Brethrens,.- Theſe are the ſame 
Rill in heart and defire after the ſame thing, which is,- 
rhatbeing freed out of the hands of their enemies, they: 
may ſerve the Lord without fear, in'holinefle and righ-- 
reoulneſſe all the dates of their life. IF, 

As they have had this great good finally in their aims 
(if Declarations to men, and Appeals to God fignifie 
aty thing To, asa requifreto attain this,they didwith 
great cheerfulnes & unanimirty draw out themſelves ro 
the utmoſt,in the maintenance of a war, when all other 
means, ficſt efſayed proved ineffeftual. In the manage-' 
ment of this war, it pleaſed God (the righteous Judge, 
Who was appealed to'in the controyerſte) ſo to blefs the' 


Council and Forces of the perſons'concerned and engus: 


ged in this caafe, as in the end to make them abſolute 
and compleat Conquerors over their common Enemy. 
And by this meanes they had :dJed nnto the natarall” 
right which 'was in thera before (and fo declared. by: 
their 'Reprefentatives'in Parliament aſſembled) rhe 
right of Conqueſt for the ftrengrhning of their juſtclaim 
10 be governed by National Councilgand ſacceflive Re» 
preſenratives of their own ele&ion/and ſerting up. This 
they once thonght they had been iry poſſeſſion of, when 
it was ratified, as it were, in the blood of the laſt King x 
But of late a great interreption having happened unto 
thetw in their former extncibnG, and inflcad thereof, 


: wu wogit———_— 


(3) 


ſomething riſingup that ſeems rather accommodated - 


to the private and ſelfiſh intereft of a particular part (in 
compariſon) then truly adequate tothe common good 
and concern of the whole Body engaged in this Cauſe: 
Hence it is that this compatted body is now falling af(- 
ſunder into many difſenting parts (a thing not ns Aol 
ſeen,nor unhoped for by: the common Enemy all along 


as their laſt relief) and ittheſe breaches be not timely 


healed; and: the offences ( before they take too deep 
root) removed, they will certainly: work\more to the 
advantage of the common Enemy, then any of theic 
own unwearicd endeavours, and dangerous contrivan- 

ces in forraign parts put all together. 

A ſerious diſcuſſion, and ſober enlarging upon theſe 
grounds, will quickly give an infight inco the ſtare of 
che Queſtion,and naturally tend to a plain and familiar 
reſolution thereof. - Ed Rst | 

That which is &rftto be opened, is the nature and. 


poodneſs of the Cauſe; which had ic not carricd in it its 


own evidence,would ſcarce have found ſo many of the 
people of God adherers to it, within the Three-Nati- 
on2,contributing either their counſels,their purſes,their 
bodily pains, or their affe&ions: and- prayers, as a 
combined ftrength ; withoue which, the military force 


- alone would have been little available to ſubdue the 
common Enemy, and reftore'to thi: whole body their 


juſt natural Rights in civil cthings,and true freedome in 
matters of conſcience. EP ory ous | 
- The rwo laſt'mentioned particulars, rightly Rated, 
will evidence ſufficiently the nature and goodn=fle of 


this Ganſe. * ANA 4 
For the firſt of theſe;that is to ſay, the Natural right, 


which the whole party of Honeſt men. adhering to this 


Cauſe, are by ſueceſs of cheir Arms reſtored unto, for- 
tiked in, and' may claim) as their undeniable privi-: 


_ ledge, that righteouſly cannot be taken from them, cha 
ES eek | hey 


C4 | 
they debarred from bringing into exerciſe , it lies in 
ehis 2 | | 
They are to have and <njoy the freedom ( by way 
of dutifull compliance andcondiicention from all the 
parts and members cf. this ſociety ) to ſet up meet 
perſons in the place of Supreme ,Judicature and Authos 
rity amongft them ;whereby they may have the uſe and 
beneficof che choiceſt light and wiſdome of the Nation 
that they are capable to call forth , for the.Rule and 
Government under which they will live; and through 
che orderly «xerciſe of ſuch meaſure of wifdom .and 
ccunſel as the Lord in-this-way fhal pleaſe to give' unto 
them , to ſhape and form all ſubordinate aftings and 
adminiſtrations of Rule and Government , -;{o as ſhall 
beſt anſwer che publique welfare and ſafety of the 
whole. ; | EST 
This, in ſubſtance, is the right and:freedom.contai- 
nedin the-nature and goodnefie of the cauſe, wherein 
the honeſt party have been engaged: For in this,all the 
particulars of our civil right, and freedom are com- 
prehended,conſerved in, and-derived from their proper 
_ root; in which whilſtthey grow, they will ever thrive, 
flouriſh,and increaſe: whereas on the contrary, if there 
be never ſo many fair branches of liberty planted. -on 
the root of aprivate and {cIf:ſh intereſt, they will-not 
long proſper, but muſt within a.little timeg'wither and 
dezenerate into the nature of that whereinto they are 
planted:- And hence indeed ſprung the evil of that Go« 
vernment which roſe in and 'with the Norman con- 
neſt. bk | FE 4005 © TEX Kg 8 ew ko Þ BRIEF, 
"The root and bottom upon which it ſtood ,' was not 
publique intereſt, but the private luſt and will of the 
Gonqueror , who by force of armes did at firſt: deteim- 
che right and'freedom which was, and'is, due to:the 
whole body'sf | the people: for whoſe ſafety; and:goad, 
government it ſelfe1s ordained/ dy God,not forthe me 
SOS ___ricular 


. 
8 * 


ed - 


ticular benefit of the Rulers,as a diſtin& and private in. 
tereſt of their own 3 which yer,for the moſt parc, is nor 
onely preferred before the common gooJ,but upheld in 
oppotition thereanto. Andas at firft the Conqueror did, 
by violence and force, d:ny this freedom to the people, 
which was their natural rigt ttand priviledge; ſo he, 


_ - andhisSucceffors all along,lay as bars & impediments 


to the tru: National intercft, and publique goodyin the 
very National Coancils and Afﬀemblics themſelves 5 
wWhica were conſtituted in ſuch a manner,as mot ſerved 
for the upholding of the private intereſt of their Fami- 
lies. - And chisbeing challenged by them as their Pre- 
rogative, was found by the people afſcmbled in Parlia- 
ment, moſt unrighteous,burdeniome, and deſtrugive to 
their liberry: And when they once perceived that by 
this Engine all their juſt rights were like to be deficoy- 


| ed,eſpecially (being backed, as it was, with the power 


of the milicia , which the late King, for that purpoſe, 


had affamed into his hands, and would not, upon the 


peoples application to him. in/ Pacliament,part with ins 


tothe hands of that great Council,who were beſt tobe 


intcufted with the Nations ſafety:)this was the ground 


* 
q bs © 


of the quarrel, upon a civil account between the King 


and his party,and-- the whole body of adherents.to the 


cauſe of the peoples true liberty, whereafthis ſhore 
' tohich hath been given,and: ſha}l ſuffice for the opening 
of the ferft branch 'of this clauſe, - 5 


The-ſecond branch which re;nains briefly to he hand-: 


led, is that which alſo upon the! grounds of natural] 


right is co be laid claime unto z, bn; diflioguiſhes: it. felf 
from theformzr,as-i: r- [puts a nore heavenly. and ex= 
cellent obk& , wherein the freedom: isro-be exerciſed 


and enjoy<d,thae + t:> {24 matters of Riligion, or that 
concern the ſervice and whit of God, | 


Untothis freedo-n-thhe, Notions: of dc, World? have 


right and citle; by the purcduii/ i: Ghibily blovd 3 +ho 


by | 


5 


by-vertne of his death ant refurreRicn is become the 
' ſole Lord and Ruler in and over the conſcience; for to 


this end Chrift died, rofe and revived, that he mightbe' 
Lord both of the dead and of the living; ard that every” 


one might give-an account uthimfelf, in all matters of 


Geds worſhip, unto Godand Chriſt alone, as their own 
Maſter,ovnto whom they ſtand or fall in jadgement,and 
are not-In' theſe things to be oppreſſed, or brought be- 
fore the Judgement-ſeats cf men, Fer why ſhouldelk . 
thou ſet at naughe thyBrother in matters of his Faith 
and conſcience,and herein intrude into the proper office 
of Chriſt, fince we are all toftand at the Judgement-{eat 
cf Chriſt, whether Governours or governed and by his. 
dicifion only are capable of being dcclared with cer- 
rainty,tobe in the right or in the wrong? —_— 
"By vertue then of this Supream.Law,{caled and con- 
fu med in the blood of Chriſt unto all men (whoſe ſouls 
he challenges a-propriety in,to bring-under his inward 
fule in the ſervice and worſhip of God))it is that all 
Magiſtrates are to fear and' forbear intermed!ling” with 
giving rule or impoſing in thoſe matters: "They are to 
content themſelves with what is plain'in-their com- 
milion,as ordained of God to be his Miniſter unto mien 
for good, whileft they approve themſelves' the 'doers 
of rhat which'is 09d in the light of men, 'and-Where-" 
of earthly and worldly Judicatures are capable to make 
a clear and perfe& judgement : In which caſe the” Ma» 
pate 4s to befor praiſe and -prote&ion to them: In 
like manner heisto bea Minifter of terrour and -re 
venge to thoſe that-doe evil in matters of outward: 
racice,converfe, and-dealings in the things {ap oo 
etween man and man, for the cauſe wherecf the judi- 
catures of men are appointed and'ſet-up, But to exceed- 
theſe limits, as-it is not ſafe nor warrantable: for the 
Magiſtrate (in that he who is higher then the higheſt, 
regards, and will ſkew himſelf diſpleaſed atit)fo nds: 


CE. 

- ther is it good for the people, who hereby arenouriſhed © 
up in a bicing, deyouring, wrathful ſpirit one againſt 
another, andarefound tranſgreffors of that Royal law _ - 
which forbids us to doe that unto another, which we 

. would not have them do unto nsy were we in their cor.- 

, dirion. THOE* | 
. This freedome then is of high concern to be had and 
enjJOys/ as well for the Magiſtrates ſake, as for the pec-. 
ples common good ; aud itconfiſts, as hath been ſaid, 
in the Magiſtrates forbearing to pur forth the power of 
rule and coercion of things that God hath exempted 

out of his Commiſſion. So that all care requifice for 
the peoples obtaining this, may be exerciſed with great 
eaſe, if it be taken. in its proper ſeſon, and that this re- 
Rraint, be!laid upon the Supreme Power before it be 
be ereed; 'as a fundamental Conſtitution among o- 
thers, upon which the free conſent of the people is gi- | 
ven, £0 have the perſoos brought into the exerciſe of 
Supreme Authority over them, and on their behalf, and 
if beſides, as a farther confirmation hereunto, it-be ac- 
knowledged be the voluntary a& of the ruling Power, 
when once: brought inco a capacicy of ating Legifla- 

. tively, that herein they are. bound up, and judge ic 
their duty ſo to be (both in reference to God the Inſti- 
cor of Magiſtracy,: and in reference to the whole Body 
by whom they are entrnfted)) this great bleſling will 
hereby beſo well provided for, that we ſhall have no <- 

 cauſero fear as it may be ordered. _ fad wo, 

. © By this ineays a great part of the outward exerciſe 

of Antiche Han Tyranny and bondage will beplucked 

up by theiey root; which, till ſome ſuch courſe be 
held in it, wil: be alwayes apc ro renew and {prout out 
afreſh; under ſome new forme: or refined appearances, 
as by late years experience we have been raught. For 
ſincethe tail of che Biſhops and perſecuting Presbytertes, 

the (oure ſpirit” i3:apt to ariſe in the.next ſort of Cler- i 
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(B) POPs 
oy; that can getthe'ear of the Mapiftrate,' and pretend 
kid the kee w. and ruling theconſtience of the Govere 
ours. Although this ſpirit:and pradtice:hath been all. 

along decrjed by the faithful;adberents-to'this Cauſe, 
_ 48a. moſt fore oppreflion, andiinfufferable yoke of bon- 
dage, moſt unrighteouſly kept up over the cunſtiences 
of the people; arid therefore judged by them moſt need- 
fulto be taken out of che way. | And in thismarterthe 


prefent Governors have been willing very eminently; 


to give their Teſtimony, in their publique Declaraci+ 
ons, however in pra&ice their is much of grievance. 
yet found among us, though more, in prababiliry, 
from oat ns Minifters, then 
any clearpurpole or defigne of the chiet in power. 
Having tho s ſhewed what the eueſreedemivic both 
the branches of it, that ſhines forth in the righteous 
Cauſe, wherein the good people of theſt Nations have 
{o deeply engaged : Itwill not be impreper in the next 
proce to conſider two particulars more 'that give ti}] 
wther light into the matter in queſtion ; as firſt 
qualifications of the Perſons that have adhered to this 
Cauſe. Secondly, the capacivy wherein they have been 
found from. time totime'carryingicon,. -: 
"As to their Qqgalification, they have in the general; 


diftingaiſhed themſelves and been made known, by a 


forwardneſs to aflift and own the publique welfare and 


$00d of the Nation, for the attaining and preſerving. 


the juft rights and liberties thereof, afſerted and witneſs 
fed unto in the true ſtating of this Cauſe, according-to- 


the two branches thereof already ſpoken to, They have _ 


ſtewed themſelves, upon all occafions, defirers-and lo» 
yers of true freedome,cither in civils,orin ſpirictuals, or: 
in both. Toexpreſs their value thereof, and faithfulneſs 


to the ſame,they have largely contributed, in one kind 


of other what was proper to each in his place todoe'z 


web a&ions of theirs proceeding from bearts gr” 5c | 
OIL | affe&ted. 
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affeed to the cauſe, created: in them arjght to be. 
of an Incorporation and Societ y by themſelves, under 
thename of the good Party ; having been from the be- 
_ ginning-unto this day publiquely and commonly fo 
acknowledged, by way of diftin&ion from all Neuters, 
clefe and open-Enemies, and deceitful Friends or Apo» 
fiates. Theſe, in order to the maintaining of this 
Caufe, have ſtood by the Army,in defence and ſupport 
thereof, againſt all oppoſition whatever, as thoſe that, 
by the growing light of cheſe times, have been taught 
and led forth in their'experiences, to look above and 
beyond the letter, forme, and outward circumſtances of 
government, into the inward reaſon and ſpirit thereof, 
herein only to-fix and terminate, tothe leaving behind 
_ all emptyſhadowe, that would obtrude themlelyes in 
the place-of true freedome. | | EE Cooadh 
Secondly, as to the capacity wherein theſe perſons, 
chus qualified, have ated, it hath been very Jag cnn 
and ſubje& to great changes $3 ſometimes.in one forme, 
and ſomerimes in another, and very ſeldome, if ever 
atall, ſo «xa&ly, and in all points conſonant'to the 
rule of former Laws and Conftitutions of Govern- 
meit,. as to be clearly and fully juſtified by them, any 
| longer then the Law of Sacceſſe and Conqueſt did 
uphold them who had the inward warrant. of Juftice 
ang Righteouſhefſe to encourage them in ſuch their 
A in s. Fi 9% 6Þ = TILESTEY ' y 
The utmoſt and laft.reſerve therefore which they have 
had, in caſe all otherfailed, hath been their milicary 
capacity ,. not only ftrily'raken for the ſtanding Arv | 
my, but 'in+the largeſtfenſe, wherein the whole party 
may (with-the' Army,and under thatmilitary-conftiru- 
tion and condu&, which by the providence of God 
they ſhall then be found in} aſſaciate themſelves in the 
beſt order they can, for the'common defence-and ſafety ' 
of thewhole. *A$ hot ignorant, that when once em- 
SEES | 2 * bodied 
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% 


bodied in this their Milicary poſture, in ſuch manner 


as by common conſent ſhall. be found, tn mages the, 
ſafery'of the _ they are moftirrefiftible, ;abſolute, 
and comprehenſive in their power ; having that whete- 


inthe ſubſtance of all Government is contained: and 


under the prote&ion whereof, and ſafety that may be 
maintained thereby; they can contrive and determine, 
in-what manner this irreſiſtible, abſolute, and boynd-: 
leſs power, unto which. they are now arfived in this 
their Milizary capacity ſhall have juſt and due limits: 
ſetunto it, and-be drawn out.in a meet and orderly 
way of exerciſe, for the Commoenweale and ſafety of 
the whole Body, under the rule 2nd overſight of.a Su- 
preme Judicature ; unto the wiſedome of whoſe laws 
and orders, theſword is to become moſt entively: ſnb- 
je& and ſubſerveent : And this without theleaſt cauſe 
of jealouſie or: utſafety, either, to the tanding Army, 
or any. member. thereof, or unto the good people adbe- 
ring to this Cauſh,: or ahy one of them z fince the inte- 
reſt of: both, by ches'mttual aRtion of ejiher,,- will be 
ſo combined together in one (cyen in that wherein/bc= 
fore they were diſtin &) that'all juſt cauſe of difference, 
fear, animoſity, emulation, jealouſie, or the like, will 
be wholly aboliſhed and removed. _ {- ;/; ---. -- ..... ; 
- Fer when oncetlic wholeBody of. che good people. 


find that the Military intereſt and capacity is their:own, 


 - 


and that into which neceſlity at the laſt may bring, the 
eleryed 


_ whole Party (whereof of right a place ir to ber | 
for them) and that herein they are (6 far form being in 


fabje&ion or flvery, that in.this poſture they are mal 
ptoperly ſoveraign, . and poſſefſe their right of natugal 
foveraignty, ,.they- will, preſently ſee aneg ſity of con- 
tinuing ever one with their Army raiſed and maintai- 
ned by them, for the promoring, this Cauſe ap pil ipe 
common Enenty'; who in hisn' xt attempt; will put for 
«1] wich greater deſperateneffe and.rage then ever«.. |. 2, 


haibe Again, 


So (14)* | 

*"!Again, when once-the ſtanding Army abd their ,Gg- 
- vernours (hall alſo nd, thatby. ſerting and keeping up 
themſelves in a divided intereſt from. the. rr of the 
Body of Honeſt men, they withhold, from themſelves 
thofe' contributions in all voluntary and cheerful. afſi- 
ances, by the affections and prayers, by the perſons 
and purſes of the good party, tothe weakning them- 
ſelves thereby,as to any vigorous ſnpport from them,in 
the times of moſt imminenc danger (whereof the Ijte 
| King had an experience, 'that-will not ſaddenly be ouc 
' of memory,when he undertook the war in the begin- 
ning of theſe traubles,againft the Scots, and was, ina 
manner, therein deſerted by all the good party in Exg- 
land) they will then find(ifthey ftay nor ill it þe too 
late) thac by eſpouſing the intereſt, of. the people, in 
ſubmircing themſelves with their fellow adherents to 
the Cauſe, under the rule and authority of their own 
 Supream:Judicature, ;they loſe ror their Power or So- 
veraignty 3i bur becoming one Civil ;or, Politiq. e In- 
corporation with the whole party othoneſt men, they 
do'therein keep-their Soveraignty,. as originally ſeated 
in themſelves, and-part with it, only but, as by depu> 
tation-: and .repreſentation of themſelves, when it is 
brought ibro an orderly; way of exerciſe, by being pue 
i890 the hadds of perſons. choſen and int uſted by them- 
ſelves ro quay pra Fl tre Sins e 4 n g " 
this mutual and happy, cranfkign which may” b, 
Re PR. beeween: the: party [of yionere toy gt Thee 
 NationsvirttallyiiniArms,and thoſe aQually ſonow in 

powerabche Headkof the Army,, how, ſuddenly would - 
the unio.ofchewhole Body be conſolidated, and made = 
ſo firmas it will not-'\necd/to fear a}l the defigns and 
_. aftemptsof the 'common Enemy 3, eſpecially if herein 
he mer 3 ans rs therfl place tothe Lord, as 
willing 'to follow his provideyce, and: obſerve his will 


willi I | 
| Inthe way and manner of bringing this to paſſe. In 
«(3905 Fu TIE | _-—— which 
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which caſe weſhill not need to fear what all the gates 
of hell are able to do in oppoſition thereunto.  _ - 

' Ir is not then'theftanding and 'being of the preſent 
Army and Military forces in the three Nations, that is 
lyable to exception of offence z from any difſenting 
Judgements at this rite amongR 'the'honeft: well affes 
Red party. In and with them, under God, ftand the 
_ : welfare atid outward fafety of the whole body z and 

to be eriernies to therii or wiſh them hurt, were to doe 

Ic to themſelves; and by: trying ſuch 'conclufions ty 
play the ganie of the common exemy,to the utter ruine 
and deftcu&ion, not only of the crue freedome aimed 
at and contended for in 't clate wars, biz of the very 
perſons themſelyes that have been in any ſortaiveor 
eminent promoters thereof. [ 

The Army /confidered as ft is in the hands ofan 
honeſt and wiſe General, andfober har Officers, 
embodied with 'the veſt of 'the parey of Honeſt- men 
and eſpouſing flilltche fame cauſe, and ating in their 
primirive limplicity,'humilicy, and truſt, in reference 
to the welfare and fafery of the whole bodyzis the only = 
-Juſtifyable and moſt advantagious poſture and capact- 
ty that the good party atprefent can finde themſelves 
In, in order'to the obtaining that true freedome they 
have fought for, and poſſifling of it in the eſtabliſhment 


thereof upon the true Baſis and foundation,as hath been 


ſbewed of right Government, -- -.. 


hat wherein' the offence lies, and which cauſes ſuch 


great choughrs of hear amongſt the honeſt parcy (if 
may be freely expreſſed, das ſareie may, when the Magi- 


Rrate himſelfe profeſſſes he dothibut dire and wait for | 
convigtion therein) isin ſhorethis, i. | 


= 


***Thar when the right and priviledge is returned, 
nay is reftored by Conqueſt unto the whole 'Body (that 
farfeiced not their intereſt theretti:of freely diſpoſing 
theniſtlves ih fuch. a confliceaion:'of: tighteous, Gor 
OO Oull ns vernment 


NC on we eecccly 


| ag; BE. FP 
verament,as tend 3N ends held forth in this 
Cauſe ;'that nevertheleſs, cicher. through delay they 
ſhould be withheld as they are,or through defign they 
ſhould come ar laſt 16 be utcerly denied! the exerciſe of 
| this their right,upon pretence that they aranot in capa= 
City as yet to uſe it 3; which indeed hath ſome truth in 
it, if chofe that: are now 'in' power, and have the com- 
mand ofthe Arms, do. not prepare all things requilice 
thereunto, as they. may, and likefaithful Guardians to 
the Commonwealth, admitted to be in its nonage, they 
he, 2 - | EL 
Far if the bringing of true freedome into exerciſe 
amonegft men, yea, ſo refineda party of men, beim- - 
poſlible z why hath this been concealed: all this while ? 
and why was it not thought'on befare fo 'much blood. 
was ſpilt, and treaſure ſpent ? ſurely, ſucha thing as 
this was judged real and practicable, not imaginary 
and notional. LS: EF, as 
- ' i Befides, Why may It not ſuffice ito. have! been thus 
Jongdelayed and withheld ' from the whole body; ;a4 
| Feaſt as to irs being brought by -them into exerciſe 
_ now at laſt? ſurely the Jonger is is withheld:, the 
ſtronger jealouftes do increaſe; that it is intended to be 
aflumed and ingrofſtd by a part: onely,. rd. the lea 
- vingthe reſt of the body (who tn alt reafon and jus 
ce ought to be equally participants with che other: in 
the right and benetk of: the Conqueſt, for as much as 
the war was managedat the expenceand for the ſafety 
efthe wholeJin.a condition almoſt as much expoſed, 
and 'ſubje&t to be impoſed upon, as ifthey had been 
enemies and conquered, not in any. ſenſe Conque- - 
TOr$.''- 8 743 G30 % - 
© TFever ſuch an unrighteous, unkinde and deceitful 
dealing with brethren ſhould happen, although ic - 
' mightcontinue above the reach of queſtion from hu-. 
Wane judicature:, yet.can wethink it pollible it yg 
| ' eſcape: 


. 


| a --- | 
eſcapeand go unpunie by 'the immediate hand of 
the Riphiteonn Judge of the whole World, when he ari- 
ſeth out of his placeto do rightito.the oppreſſed? = 
Nay, It in flead of — and promoting, the 
peoples common good and welfare, ſclt-incereſt and 
| private gain ſhould evident]y appear to be the things 
we have aimed atal Lalong:; -tfthoſe; very” -Fycan nicel 
rinciples and* -Antichriftian Fount which God 
y us hath puniſhed in- our :predeccfors, ſhould;again 
revive, ſpring u 7 freſh;.avd' ſhew themſelves: lodged 
allo and rctained in our buſlomes; rendiing us ef the 
number of thoſe that have forget: chey were purged 
-from their old fins; and.declaring us: to be ſuch asto 
- pleaſe a covetous minde, do withhold fram defiru&ion 
thac which 'God bath-defigned to'thecurſe,of his yen« 
' © Beance : If all thoſe great: advantages of ſerving -the 
Lords'will znddefign in procuring, and advancing his 
p-oples true welfare and outward ſafety, :which (as 
the truit of his bleſſing upon out Armies) hayei ſo mi- 
racutofly fallen :into our! hands j ſhalt at Jaft be 
wrefted and mif- improved to the enriching and. 
greatning of our ſclves : If theſe things ſhould ever 
be found amongſt us (which the Lord in' ntercy for- 
bid) ſhall we need to looke ary further for, the: ac» 
curſed -th'ng?: will not-cur Conſciences ſhew us from 
the light of the: Word and Spirit of God, how - neer' a 
conformity theſe | ations would hold therewith ? 
which-fin, Zo. 7. became a curſe to the Camp,-and 
wirkheld the "Lord frum. being any more '8amongſt 
them, or going out:with their-forcee, And: did the 
ation cf :4chan import ary, more: then theſe two 
things. Firft, he ſaved and kept from defiru&ion-the 
goocly. Babyloniſh. garment, which was'-divored by 
God thercunto.: - Secondly, | he brought; not. iv! the 
frnic-ann gain of. the Co1.queſt into. tEe:Lords:Frea- 
fury; bat cevereul]'y wenr about: to-cenverticte, bis 
| ovn 
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own proper uſe. To doethis is to take of the acur- 
ſed thing, which 7 9/b. 7. all Iſ:ael- was faid todo, in 
che ſin of Achan ,, and to have-ſtollenand diſl:mbled 
lowile ,--and, put it amongſt their own ftuffe, - This 
cauſed the apger of the Lord wo kiudle agaii ft 1iracl, 
and made them unable-to ſtand. b; fore their enemies , 
bur their hearts melced/as_watets And: thus far the 
ord isconcerned,if ſgabian evi}as:this (ballllie hid in 
the: aid of us. 1But to;reqtznIto whar we were apon 
before. bg bow 8 | 

The watter which is in queſtion among the diſſen- 
ting parts. of the whole body of honeſt men, is not ſo 
t:ivialand of (uch ſmall con{cquence , as ſore would 
make it, 'Tis in. effec: the|maimand: whole of the 
Cauſe 3. without which;all-the: freedome which the 
people haye.or can have, is in. comparifonbut ſhadow 
 and.1in name oriely,. and therefore can nevergive that 
.peace and fatisfa&tion to the body, whichis requiſite 
unto a durable and ſolid ſettlement, Ehis is that which 
makes all ſound & ſafe at theroot;and gives the right 
ballance neceſſary to be held.uþ between ſoveraignty 
and ſabjeion,. in the exerciſe of all rightcous Go- 
. vernment ; applying the uſe of the {word tothe pro. 
- moting-and upholding the-publke ſafety: and-welfare 
ofthe whole body,in preference.and if need be inop. 
' poſition unto any, of the parts ; whilſt yet by irs equal 


and impartial adminiſtration in reference unto-each, 


it doth withall maintain the whole Body.in a moſt 
delightful. harmony, welfare/ and - correſpondency, 
. The ſward.never can,nor41s-itto:be expectediever will 
. dethis', while the ſoveraignty is admitted and pla- 
c«d any where elſe,. than inthe whole Body of the 
People.that have adhered,to the cauſe, and'by them be 
derived urito their ſuccelive Kepreſentives ;- as the 
ob Lony) and impartial Judicarure for the effeRing 
1 1 Seb ery es gt 41 


is 
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. obey ({ by allthe power requiſite, and that they are a- 


. themſelves as the competent” pr 
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Whete there is then a righteous and good conſti. 
wtion of Government, there is firſt an orderly anion 
of many uuderſtandings together, as the publique and 
common Supream Judicatureor viſible Soverargnty , 
{ce in a way of free and orderly exerciſe, for the dire- 
Ring and applying the uſe of the ruling power or the 
ford, to promote the intereſt and common welfaro 
of the whole, without any diſturbance or annoyance, 
from within or from'withour. And then ſecondly, 
there is a like union and readineſs of will in all t 
Individuals in their private capacities, to-exccate and 


ble re pac forth) thoſe ſovcraign Laws and Orders if 
ſued ont by their own Depurics and Truſtees, | 

 ASupream Judicature thas made the Reprefenta- 
tive of the whole, is thatwhich we ſay, will moſt na- 
turally care, and moſt <qually provide for the Com- 
mon So and ſafety. Though by this it 1s not 
Menied, but that: the fuprearn power, when by free 
conſent 'tis placed in a finghe perton or in fore few 
perſons, may be capable alfo to. adminifter righteons 
Goverment ; at leaft-the Body thatgives this liber- 
ty,when they need not, are torthank chemſclves if it 


. prove otherwiſe. But when this free and nararal 


zeceſsunto Goverament,is interrupted and declined, 


'{o-x8 alibercy is caken by any particular niember, or 


vumber of chem, that are to be repyted bur a part in 


£ 


compaiſon of the whole, roaflume and engrofle the 


e ot ſoventign rule 'and power , and ro impoſe 
publique Judge 0 the 


ſafety and good of the whole, Withour their free and 
_ dueconlent 3- and co hay cluim unto this, as thefe rhat 
- Gind themſelves poſſeded of the fword ( and that fo 
 advantagioudly, 


88 it canmor de recovered xpain oue of 


: their hands, withour- chore | appirent danger afid 


worth.) 


| (17) 

yh this is.ahay Anarchy. chat is the firſh riſednd 

«p10 Vyranny ;, and-laics grounds ofmanifeft con» 
fy 90 and. difarder ; 'expaſing the pubng power tg 
Fe next, hand. that on the next opportunity can lay 
hold on. the fwordzand fo, by a kind of neceſlity;intro- 
duces the lyzhelt jmpolition and bondage upon the 
whole Body,in compelling all the parts though never 
; fo muchagainlt the trac publique intereſt, ro ſerve and 
abey, as their ſoveraign rule and ſupream Aathority, 
the Arbitrary, Willand judgment of ut:ofe that bring 
themſelves ivgo rule by the power of che (word io the 
right ouly of -a part that fervup. its eV in preference 
before, or atleaſt in competition With the welfare of 
_ the whole: | | 
1d right conſticutionet Govyerment,: were once obs 
tained, the diſputes about the form would notprove 
fodifficult,nor find fich-oppoſition, as.to keeping: che 
bone of contention and difuniien, with muck danger 
wo; the _ _ if us reef ror all, the 
foveraignty beacknow'cdged: to reſide originally in 
the whole body of adherents to this Cauſe'( whoſe 
matural and; inherent. right therenoto! is of a far an- 
cicnter date than what is obtained by ſacceſs of their 
2r1ms,and ſo cannot. be abrogated even. by Conqueſt it 
felf if thar'were the caſe.) and: then if in conſequence 
hereof, a ſupream- Judicature be fer up-and orderly 


the free choices and conſent of the whole Body: taken 
out from among thertilelves,as fleth of their fleſh; and; 
bone of: their hone, of the ſame publique ſpirit#nd 


mear®ſecured;uharcould be propounded afterwards, 


2s tothe form: of adminiſtration thay would much 


4» 
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' Woulda ſtanding AL of State ſerled for life, in 

reference to the ſafety of the Commonwealth,and for 
the maintaining intercourſe and commerce With For- 
reign States, under the inſpeRion and overſighr of 
the ſupream Judicature, but of the ſame faundamentall. 
coltiturtion with themſelves, would'this be diſliked? 
admitting their orders were binding , in che intervals: 
of Supream Nationall Aſſemblies, ſo far onely as con- 
ſonant to the ſctled Lawes of the Commonwealth, 
the vacancy ef any of 'which' by death or otherwiſe, 
might be ſupplied by the: vote of the major part of 
themſelves, ': Nav; would there be any juſt exception 
to be taken;if (bcfides both theſe) it ſhould beagreed 
(as another part of the fundamentall conſtitution of 

the Government) to place that branchof- Soveraignty 
Which chiefly reſpefts the execution of Laws , in a 
diſtin& office from that ot the Legiſlative power (and 
yet ſubordivate to them/and to theLaws) 'capable to 
be entruſted into the hands of orefingle perſon, it need 
requires or:in a.greater number, as the' Legiflative 
po;yer:ſhoald think fir ;\ and for the greater ſtrength 
and: honour fato this Office, that the execution of 
all Lawes and Orders (that are binding) may go forth 
in his, or their name ; andall diſobedience thereunto, 
or contempt thereof, be taken as done to the-peoples: 
Soveraignty, whereof he or they bear the Image or 
Reptefentation; ſubordinate to the Legiſlative power, 
_ and at their will robekept up and continued in the 
hands of a fingle perſon ormere, as the experience of 
the future good or evill of it ſhall: requires: 1141. - 4 
i, Would ſuck an Officeas this, thus Rated; carry in! 

itany inconſiſtency with a'free State ? '!Nay;/if-it be 
well conſidered, would it not.:rather be found of ex-' 
cellent uſe to the well-being of Magiſtracy, founded: 
upon this righteous botrome, that ſuch a Lieftenancy- 
of the peoples ſoveraignty in theſe three nations, may 
OE eos Ws " _alwayes 


-” 


- Move. their keavts::to; chooſe perſons hearing his 


: —_— | 
_ awayesrefidein ſome 'one of' more perſon, in whoſe OM 


adminiſtration, tharwhich' is reward and paniſhmenc ? 


may, ſhine forth> EE ar i arid ai od on. 
_ And ifonow'irfhalbe objeQed; that (notwithſtan- 
dingall theſe Cautions) ſheul# onee 'this Soveraignty 
be acknowledged bein'thediffaſed/body of the peo- 
- ple (though the adherents to this cauſe, not onely as 
their naturall, bur as their acquired right by Conquelt) 
they would ſuddenly. pur the 'uſe and exerciſe of the 
_ Legiſlativepower into'ſuch hands, as would;chrough 
their i|l-qualifiedneſſe to the work ſpoyl all by male- 
adminiſtration thereof', andhereby loſe the cauſe in 
ſicad of upholding and maintaining it; 


Theanſwer unto this is, Firſt, that God by his pro- : 
vidence bath eaſediour minds much ifthis ſolicitade, 
by the courſe ht hattalteady taken co fit and? prepare 
 achoyce and(eleted rymber off the people unto this. 

work, thatare tryed and fefined'by their itwatdand- 
ouiward:experiences in this great quatrefl,, and the 
'many.chatges>they have paffed 'throtigh * 1n-reſpet 
whereof i web-ualified perfor ate to befourd/if die 
care/be but taken in the choyce of chem.” And, if here- 


9 this p:opleof che Lord thill be waiting upoii' bi 
tor hz guidanceand prefence with'them, wemay have 
groudds & hopethatGod(whole'name hath allafors 
been called-upovyin che mintaining of this cauſe) Will 
pouraut fo abundantly\6Fhis'{piric-upon his people 
attending on himin righteous'wayes, ant will alſo fo 


imageinto.the Mapiftracy, thata more 'elorigus-pro- 
duct may rs Rleyy tak 'tharr Ky fil: (pe ca | 
expeRt,to the.ſetring up of the Loru himſeife;'as chief 
Jud;;c and La giver amongſt'us. Andunco'this the 
wildome and:boneſty . of the perſons'now*ia power 
may have an opportunity eminently ts' come ine6/diE; 
WO CO BARE HE ore 
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fegbens thigpropance. 

ry work ; FIRE by c cir apts 1 and directions, twdif- 
paſe the w © Body.and bing them intorhe moeteſt 
Sy the ſame... Themaſk tatural way for 
{cem, tobe by aGerietall'Councill, or 


5 44 of faithful, honeſt, 3nd diſcerning men 


that purpoſe. by the free conſent of the 


whale body of adherentsto this.Caiiſc in the ſeveral 


 parts.of the Natigns;and obſerving the timeand place 


af; meeting, appointed to.them ( with other circum- 
necs canccrning their eleRipn) by arder from the 


preſent ruling "YO on conſidered as Geoerdl of 
tk « 


. f # Py 
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vari ſhall be laid and inviolably obſerved, - 
the conditions upon. which the. whole body: ſo repre-. 
» dathco oe rocaf is (elf into-a Civill Lond 

po Tie ic Incorporation, anduwder; cho viſible form 
and adminiſtration of Government therein declared; 
and , be by cach individual: member of the Body 
ſybſcribed in teſtimony of his or their particular con- 
ſen Liar thereunte, Whi itions.ſoagreed(and 
RO ASE iwien for One ) _ be 
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&ionsand prayers, withall that is in the power of this 
whole parry to doe, in way of aſſfitance and ſtrength- 
ning the hands of thoſe now in powet ,, whatever 
firans and ifficulcics they may, meet with in the 
maintenance of che publique ſafery and peace? _ 

| This then being the ſtate of gur preſent affairs and 
d ferences, let ic be acknowledged on all hands, and 
let all beconvinced that are concerned, that there 1s 
nor onely a poſſivility but a probability , yea acom- 
pelling neceſſity of a firmunion in this great Body, 
che ſerting of which in joynt and mune again , by a 
ſpirit of meekneſſeand fear of the Lord, is the worke 
of th- preſent day, and will prove the onely remedy 
wider God to npti>Id and catry ,on this. bleſſed, caſc 
end work of theLord in the rhree Nations - 


that is 8a4- 
ready come thus far onwards -in its pots ro its 


defired and expe&ted end of bringing 3n Chrift, the 


Defire'of all Nations , as the chicfe Ruler amongſt 
. Now unto elivte-eieing py ler there be a read 
neſSiniltthediſttcing part; Feoud che kigheſt to; the 
loweſt, by cheerfully co.ajng forth. co. one anocher in 

ena] and love. in ſtead of war 2 


. 


© ſpirit of felt-denial and, 

wrath, aro cat down thewſclves bc 
who is the factier of all their ſpirits.in ſel? 2 
are hennifetion.fr the att offence | 
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efit Cobe6chis, Let us _ cur 
ng it | | not ove ſoa dif, 
fieuir as oth EY C he Me a Brovg hr aboutin 
Bends che mitds. of Whic {+ (SI Aoomor 
"were ond and ducly p MAN ge PREINE by a 
kindly work: of ſelf denial ng ſelf- abaſement,, ſet 
home {+ 7 the ſpirit of the Lord apon there banioiences 
_—_ i hepleaſe,he' ma do weknow i not how ſoon. 
; we ſhall betiold' with diſcerning s eyerhc inſide 
| of That workwhich God hath been wo amongſt 
\ us the thite'years laſt paſt, it would ſeem ; "440" tg 
5 have been his aim , to. bring' his ;Pcople into ſuch 'a 
frame as this is. For in this tra of time, there hath 
'been ( as we miy fay ) a great ſilence in Heaven ; as 
| if God were pleaſed to ſtand till and:be as a looker 
z. on;to fee whathis People would be.in their later end, 
b\ and what work they would make of it,if left to heir 
, own wiſdome ahd Politick contrivances. And as 
[ God hach had chefilent part, ſo men, and that good 
' men too ,' have h4d the aRive and Þuſie part, and 
b have like: themſelves ade agreat found and noiſe, 
L like the ſhout of a King 11 a mighty Hoalt ; which 
whilſt it hath been a found ondly: and no more, hath 
not done' much hurt as yet ; but the fear and jcalou- 
fe thereby cauſed , hath put.the whole Body opt of 
er mend made thetrl aprto fall into great confylions 
Q —_ . Andif there be thus ariſen a general diffene and 
EY. figs e Fment of par 1 oc ” > which, is LPOHOEE 
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: not_be as general a"confeſſion and acknowledgment - 
, of what each may find themſelves overtaken in\, and 
cannot but judge themſelves faulry for > This kind of 
. vent being much better than to have it break-out in 
flames of a forward\and' untimely. wrathful ſpiric, 
which never works the righteonſn: fe of God. Eſpe- 
cially ſince what hath been dane amongſt us,may pro- 
pably have deen more the cffe& ef temptation than 
the produdt of any malicious defign ; and this fortof - - 

Y tempratiba is, very common and-incident to men ir 
power(how good ſeever they may be} to be overta- 
ken in , & thereupon do'ſudden unadviſedations, 
which the Lord pardons 8: over rules for the beſt: evi- 
dently making appear thar it is the work of the weak 

- &flcſbly pare, which his own peaple carry about with 
. them too much unſubdued - And therefore the Lord 
thinks fic by this means, to ſhew them the need of be» 

+ ing beholdingto their ſpiritual pare, to reſtore them 
. again , and bring them into their right temper and 
healthful conſtitution. _— | | 
And chus whilit each diſſenting part is aggravating 
upon it ſelf faultineffe and blame , and none excu- 
fing , but all confcſling they deſerve, in one ſort or 
other, reproof if nor before men, yet in Gods ſight : 
Who knows how ſoon ic may pleaſe God to come 
into this broken, contrite, and ſelf denying frame of 

_ Spirit in the good- People within the three Nati- 
ons, and own them thus truly hambled and abaſed, 

A | for his Temple and the place of his habitation and 
reſt, wherein he hall abide for ever? of whom it 

| may be ſaid God is in the midſt of her, | ſhe (hall 
not be moved; God ſhall kelp her and that right 
_ early ; or with his morning appearance, At which 
rime ke will fic ſilent ao longer , but Heaven will 
 ſpeakagain, and become ave and powerful in the 
 \pirits and hearts of Honeſt men , and inthe _ 
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of his providences , when Oo herthes 0 ont to fight *-- 
. by Sea or by Land, or remaine in counſell and Fn 
bates 'at home for the publique *'Weal, and again 
hear the prayers of his People,-and vifibly own them 
a5 a flock of holy men, as tat fro in her ſolemn - 
Feaſts. 7 Will yet for this be enquired of by rhe Houſe 
of Iſrael, ſaith the Lord, to do it for them : And then - 
| they ſhall know thatT the Lord their God am 
with them, and that they are my People, 
ard that ye my flock the flock of my pas - 
{ture,are men that have ſhewed your _ 
ſelves weak finful men, and | am 
your God that have decfared 


; - my ſelf an all- wiſe & pow= 
erfull God , faith: the _. 
___ Tord God... 
Poft-ſ{cript. 


* ” > * 
7 PF; 
- , og fs 64 
v// Y oO _- 
" / F \ 
| & «y/6 
wa 


\ 
a> 
4 


8: * 


SPS: 200222 


POSTSCRIPT. - 


 Rrnapnr, 


© Þ Pon the peruſal of this Diſcourſe thou wilt 
| quickly perceive that theſe two things are prin- 
cpally aimed at init by the Antber,' Firſt to 
an/wer in ſome meaſure that which is called for by 
thoſe iu power , when they publiquely profeſs they de= 
ſire nothing more than convidion, and to find out the 
hidden provocations which either bave ar yet may © 
bring fo:th the Lurd againſt theſe Nations, #n the 


way which at preſeut they are in. ' 


Seconaly, T o remove ont of the minids and ſpirits of 


the Heneſt party, that flill agree an the reaſon and jus 


ſtice of the good old Canſe, all things of aprivate Na- 
ture and [clfiſh (oncern ( the tendency whereof ſerves 
but to foment and ſtrengthen wrath and diviſions a- 

mongft them )-*andin place thereof to ſet before them 
that common and publique intereft, which ( if with 
fereerity embraced ) may be the means of not only pro-= 
curing 4 firm union amonſt tzem, but alſoof conſer- 
vir them htrein. 


In order to this, the Author hath not been willing 


ſo much to d 6lare bis own Opinion, or deliver any po 
ſtive Concluſions, as to aiſcuſſe the buſineſſe by way 
of queſtion and anſwer , and thereby make as neer a - 
Conjetlnre as be can, of that, wherein the ſeveral dif- 
ſenting parts may with better ſatisfaltion meet toge-= 
ther , and agree upon a ſafe and righteous bottome , 
than to remain at the diſtance they do,- to the appa- 
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